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Affordable Urban Vermont Home Open House and COTS Benefit
Burlington, Vermont

Excitement has been building over the new house on Chase Street and is about to be unveiled to the public. An
open house is planned for Thursday, July 8, 2010 from 4PM - 7PM and Saturday, July 10, 2010: 9AM — 2PM.

The dramatic new home being built on the tiny lot overlooking the Winooski River has been an interesting
curiosity for almost every biker, pedestrian and driver who has been watching the project’s progression.
Therefore, the opportunity to showcase their creation and highlight the home as a model for future affordable
urban housing was an easy decision for the team of Christian Brown Designs, RedHawk and KW Designs. The
two open houses will also serve as a benefit for Committee for Temporary Housing (COTS).

The concept for the house has been a long time dream for owner Kirk Williams. Originally from Austin,
Texas, Williams has been a resident of Vermont since 2001, and has lived both in Morristown and Burlington.
Even before opening his metal working studio in the Old North End of Burlington, he knew he wanted to find
the right location to build a home and use it to also showcase his metalsmithing skills. The small lot
overlooking the Winooski River was the perfect spot. Many of the finishing touches, from the custom interior
and exterior railings, to the sliding wall partitions, and the steel frame for a solar shading screen above the
large south-facing window on front of house represent, his skilled craftsmanship.

Collaborating with Christian Brown, a Jericho, Vermont architect and Mark Bonser, owner of the professional
construction management firm RedHawk Limited, to oversee the project has been a good match. Each member
of the team has seen the project, as not only an opportunity to work on a creative house, but one that
emphasized their particular talents. The creative problem solving approach was applied to all aspects of the
dwelling; from the 8000 pound concrete piers used for the postage sized lot to a design to maximize the feeling
of spaciousness in the 500 square foot studio apartment and the 1200 square foot owner’s apartment.

The result of the three working together is a rather special home, from the aspect of design, materials used, and
the method of construction. A pre-cast foundation and a steel I-beam super structure, engineered lumber,
rubber membrane roofing material, ultra high efficient foam insulation, on-demand tankless water heater, are
some of the features incorporated into a personality-plus, open loft-like space, flooded with natural light and
abundant ventilation. A home designed and built for a cost within the range of a middle-income family.

Affordable contemporary urban housing in Vermont? Yes, in Burlington and open to the public on Thursday,
July 8, 2010 from 4PM - 7PM and Saturday, July 10, 2010: 9AM — 2PM.

For house specifications, images, or further Information, contact: Lorna-Kay Peal, 802.598.5342
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